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The study of how the environment, local geography, and physical locations influence crime has a long history
that stretches across a number of research traditions. These include the neighborhood-effects approach
developed by the Chicago school of sociology in the 1920s; modern environmental criminology that explains
the geographic distribution of crime; the criminology of place, which focuses on crime rates at specific places
over time; and a newer approach that attends to the perception of crime and disorder in communities. Aided by
new mobile and digital technologies as well as improved data reporting in recent decades, research in
environmental criminology has developed at a rapid pace within each of these approaches. Despite these
advances, research in the subfield of environmental criminology remains fragmented, and competing theories
are often kept apart. This book takes a different approach and integrates the subfield as a whole. It covers the
core theoretical and empirical issues of how and why the environment influences the emergence of crime and
how crime can affect the environment. The chapters reflect the diversity in research and theory from all over
the Western world. In addition to covering traditional criminological research, the book probes how well
current theories of environmental criminology contribute to our understanding of new problems and how well
theories travel to other areas, such as West Africa, in which cultural differences might lead to different patterns
in offending
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