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Cleft lip and palate is a complex, multifactorial and relatively common craniofacial disorder, which arises
because of disrupted facial development in the embryo. The manifestations of this condition can be life-long
and associated with significant morbidity. In the last decade, progress has been made in our understanding of
how clefts of the lip and palate arise in human populations, and laboratory studies are beginning to elucidate the
molecular mechanisms that control development of the lip and palate. In addition, advances in surgical and
medical care, and long-term rehabilitation are improving outcome and quality of life for affected individuals.
Written by international experts in their respective fields, this publication coversin detail the epidemiology and
genetic basis of cleft lip and palate, the developmental biology of lip and palate formation and provides current
concepts in the management of patients affected by this condition. Thus, the book provides a contemporary
overview of the epidemiology, aetiology and treatment of cleft lip and palate, and will be of use to awide range
of individuals, including students, biologists and clinicians, who have an interest in this subject. (EDITOR)
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