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The article analyses Rabos de lagartija (2000), by Juan Marsé, focusing on its conception of the figure of the

witness, its reflection upon memory, the transmission of the experience of the defeated in the Spanish Civil

War, and its conception of truth. It compares the narrator of Rabos de lagartija (a witness narrator) with the

literary device of the 'aventis', used by Marsé for first time in his novel Si te dicen que caí (1973). The study

connects both narrative tools with their corresponding historical contexts. The witness narrator of Rabos de

Lagartija is linked to the public vindication of the victims of the Francoist regime, that started in Spain around

2000, and to the aim of elaborating a coherent narration about the past, from the perspective of those who were

silenced during the first decades of the Spanish democracy
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