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The role played by the intellectual in Central America has been experiencing significant changes, particularly

since the end of the armed conflicts and the signing of the peace treaties in different countries of the isthmus.

At the same time and especially since the nineties the literary field in Central America, in general, has been

undergoing profound transformations with regard to the function of literature as an instance of creation of

meaning and as an organizing institution in the cultural field. That period not only coincides with the end of the

armed conflicts and the transition towards more civil and democratic forms of government, but also with the

fundamental changes on the global level (the end of the Soviet Union with all its consequences) and the

technological and commercial/economic repercussions of the current phase of accelerated globalization in the

region. With the end of the armed conflicts and even more due to the impact of those changes in the cultural

field itself -particularly the technological revolution - the Central American intellectualwriter has lost its

hegemonic position in the cultural and political discourses. Which role will he play for the future of the Central

American societies that currently are going through multiple processes of social, political and cultural change?

The present essay presents some preliminary reflections on these topics in relation with that figure so dominant

in the Central American literatures, based on a reading of contemporary Central American narrative, especially

novels, and focussed in the literary representation of the intellectual
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