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Traditionally, the von Bertalanffy model has been used as the only standard in the study of fish growth,

considering it a priori as the only model that fits the length-age data of the species; a consideration that

generates uncertainties in the values of the growth parameters that are estimated, since it is known that other

growth models could also fit the length-age data. In this sense, in the Middle Orinoco region, a study of

Brachyplatystoma rousseauxii growth was previously done using the traditional von Bertalanffy model, and the

results were subsequently used to evaluate the population; hence the objective of the present work was to

validate the results of the previous work, fitting the same length-age data to the growth models of the U

Richards family, and selecting the best fit using the Akaike Information Criterion (AIC). As demonstrated in

the first paper, the traditional von Bertalanffy model fitted the back-calculated length-age data, but only 35;4

%; while the majority (64,6 %) fitted the U von Bertalanffy, U Logistic, and U Gompertz models, with no

superiority of any of them in the fit. The growth parameters estimated from na average model were somewhat

from those obtained in the previous work, and therefore necessary to re-evaluate the resource to know its level

of exploitation in the Middle Orinoco
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