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In 1946, Isaac Woodard, a Black army sergeant on his way home to South Carolina after serving in WWII, was

pulled from a bus for arguing with the driver. The local chief of police savagely beat him, leaving him

unconscious and permanently blind. The shocking incident made national headlines and, when the police chief

was acquitted by an all-white jury, the blatant injustice would change the course of American history. Based on

Richard Gergel's book Unexampled Courage, the film details how the crime led to the racial awakening of

President Harry Truman, who desegregated federal offices and the military two years later
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Nota general: Based on the book: Unexampled courage : the blinding of Sgt. Isaac Woodard and the awakening of 

 President Harry S. Truman and Judge J. Waties Waring / Richard Gergel Originally produced as an episode of the 

television series: American experience

Créditos: Director of photography, Stephen McCarthy ; editor, Nancy Novack ; music, Joel Goodman
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Materia:    World War, 1939-1945- Veterans- Trials, litigation, etc.    African Americans- Civil rights- United States-
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