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Gay presence is nothing new to American verse and theater. Homoerotic themes are discernible in American
poetry as early as the 19th century, and identifiably gay characters appeared on the American stage more than
70 years ago. But aside from a few notable exceptions, gay artists of earlier generations felt compelled to avoid
sexual candor in their writings. Conversely, most contemporary gay poets and playwrights are free from such
constraints and have created a remarkable body of work. This reference is a guide to their creative
achievements. Alphabetically arranged entries present 62 contem
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